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With interest rates on the rise, there’s never been

a better time to review your home loan.

We’ll look at your rate, term, repayments, and

equity, giving your loan a full check-up to make

sure it’s still right for you and your current needs.

Enquire online at
bendigobank.com.au/healthcheck or call your
nearest branch on 08 9734 7411.

Community Bank • Collie 9734 7411

ReÞnance, renovate or just re-

evaluate

*Roy Morgan Single Source (Australia), December 2022. All loans are subject to the bank’s normal lending criteria. Fees, charges, terms and conditions apply. Please consider your situation and read the Terms and Conditions, available online at
www.bendigobank.com.au or upon request from any Bendigo Bank branch, before making a decision. Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL 237879 (1676698-1734981) (05/22) OUT_29622455, 16/05/2023

Funds frustration
Business owner says closure could have been avoided
FRUSTRATION has been expressed 
about restrictive conditions placed on 
Just Transition funding following the re-
cent closure of two long-standing Collie 
businesses.

Sportfi rst and Collie Canvas and 

Camping World have closed doors in re-
cent months, but had funding been avail-
able they could well still be servicing the 
community and employing local staff.

At issue is a stipulation that funding 
cannot be used to assist with the pur-

chase of existing businesses. A govern-
ment spokesperson has confi rmed small 
grants are solely available to support 
new business opportunities.

Kaylene Evans believes Collie Canvas 
and Camping World, which she and hus-

band Gary ran for 32 years, would still 
be operating under new ownership had 
funding been available.

Mrs Evans said one potential buyer 
had made enquiries about securing fund-
ing, but had been told purchase of the 
business did not meet the criteria.

“It was very frustrating for him and 
us,” she said.

The buyer had been told an application 
could be made for funding to expand the 
business after its purchase, Mrs Evans 
added.

“But if the business isn’t there, it can’t 
grow,” she said.

“If that funding was there for someone 
to be able to purchase it in the fi rst place, 
then they have the opportunity then to 
grow it further.”

Responding to Bulletin enquiries, the 
spokesperson confi rmed funding can be 
applied for once purchase of a business 
has been separately negotiated.

But this does raise the prospect of po-
tential buyers instead opting to wait for 
a business to close doors before applying 
for funding to start a similar venture.

Mrs Evans said it is unfortunate that 
jobs have been lost due to the recent clo-
sures.

“That’s another opportunity that has 
been lost to the youth of Collie,” she said.

CITIZEN OF 
THE YEAR
Alan Bowers was named Citizen 
of the Year at the Shire of Collie’s 
Australia Day ceremony in Central 
Park last Friday. Alan is pictured 
with the Ferret Mark II scout car he 
helped restore for the Collie-Car-
diff  RSL.
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